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Rewarding Reading by Angela Fugler 

It’s difficult to describe the trouble I have with reading.  I’m sure there is a name for it, 
a diagnosis somewhere that I never received.  For years I have suffered silently with 
my issue. Don’t get me wrong, I have good pronunciation and a good vocabulary and I 
can understand what I read.  Reading is just painfully hard. As a non-traditional 
student, this problem hit me square in the face with a vengeance as I started college. 
But one day, a light bulb came on.  I had learned to cope by purchasing an audio 
version of my text where possible.  In my intense summer semester I listened and read 
along to nearly 30 pages per day, and that’s when it happened.  Within the cadence of 
his voice, the organization of the words, and the steady rhythmic pace there was a key 
that unlocked the door for me.  One day I did not have access to the audiobook.  I 
opened the book to read on my own and to my amazement my brain read exactly like 
the man I had heard reading for all those days.  I did it!! My reading was smooth and 
streaming, plus I understood it.  Whatever neural pathway needed to be created, it 
happened.   

How does this relate to tutoring? Last week I was helping a hardworking student with 
a Literature assignment: reading The Canterbury Tales.  She was despondent and just 
couldn’t bring herself to complete the assignment.  It dawned on me maybe she had a 
hard time with reading too, even though her writings show she is very bright.  I didn’t 
have any other students needing help, so I read to her.  I read for over an hour.  Before 
it was over, she was lighthearted and laughing.  We both understood the material and 
the humor found within it. It felt wonderful to help be able to help her.  I know what it 
is like to be stuck, to hunt for understanding and not find it.  Sometimes you just need 
an ally.  Sometimes you just need someone to walk a mile beside you.  I have found 
that I love to walk that mile with someone because I know what it is to walk it alone.  

The Tutor Spotlight was submitted by Kasey Nisbett, Student Success Learning 
Specialist at Kilgore College. Kasey writes of Angela, “She is a new tutor that is very 
dedicated, and I feel so blessed to have found her. Her 18 year old son is also 
attending Kilgore College this semester along with his mom!”  

In the next issue of our newsletter we want to hear from 

you about your program. Did you pilot a new project? 

Who are your Spotlight Tutors?  Did you do anything 

extraordinary that you would like us to recognize?  

 Send your pictures and stories to Amanda Haney-Cech at 

cecha@marietta.edu and share your news! 

http://www.panoramio.com/m/photo/34664837 

"Nashville's Parthenon in 
the snow"  

http://www.myatp.org/


Greetings ATP Members, 

I hope you are enjoying the last part of your Fall semester and making plans for wonderful holiday 
celebrations with family and friends.  As you head out this season into the cool weather, keep 
these things in mind:  ATP, springtime, sunshine, cowboy boots and country music.  I do hope 
that you will make plans to join us in Nashville, TN for ATP’s 10th Annual Conference, 
“Tutoring:  Instrumental to Success.”  We have great plans for you in the Music City, including a 
tour on Vanderbilt Campus and a great conference full of programming and networking 
opportunities.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Our keynote speaker this year will be Dr. Natalie Person, Chair of the 
Psychology Department and Director of the Educational Studies Program at Rhodes College in 
Memphis, TN.  She is an accomplished researcher in the fields of tutoring, complex learning, 
teaching models, artificial intelligence and affective computing.  Her presentation will be entitled 
“Two Decades of Tutoring Research:  A Psychological Perspective”.  We look forward to the great 
information based on her dynamic research.  

BOARD POSITIONS AND ELECTIONS:  As we prepare for the conference, I’d like to remind you that we have some 
opportunities for anyone interested in serving on the ATP Board to serve on committees and as committee chairpersons.  If 
you are interested in board service, please contact our President-Elect Linda Skeete-McClellan at linda.skeete@aamu.edu.  We 
are also accepting nominations for our elected positions on the board of President Elect, Secretary and Treasurer.  Please visit 
the ATP website for more information at www.myatp.org or contact the Elections Chair, Beth Nikopoulos at 
bnikopoulos@dcccd.edu for information or to submit a nomination.  This year we will be voting online and announcing the 

election winners at the conference.  

AWARDS:  Please consider applying for our awards including the ATP Peer Tutor of the Year, the 
ATP Tutoring Program Award of Excellence, the ATP Hunter Boylan Tutoring Research in 
Developmental Education Scholarship and the Research Grant Award.  Online application is available 
on the ATP website at http://www.myatp.org/resources/scholarships/award-application/.  Any 
questions can be directed to our Awards Chair, Dr. Pinder Naidu at pnaidu@kennesaw.edu/.  

WEBINARS:  Lastly, I’d like to encourage you to participate in one or more of our upcoming 
webinars.  We have topics involving Online Tutoring and Assessment planned for December and 
January.  Visit http://www.myatp.org/resources/webinars/ for information and registration.  

Your ATP Board has been very busy and active.  I hope that you will take advantage of some of the great opportunities being 
offered.  I do hope you enjoy your holiday season and I look forward to seeing you in Nashville! 

Happy Holidays! 

Tracey Williams 
President, Association for the Tutoring Profession 
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The Facilitating Tutor 

 

“...I look 
forward to 
seeing you in 
Nashville!” 

Submitted by Tracey Williams   

Celebrating  

10 Years! 

mailto:linda.skeete@aamu.edu
http://www.myatp.org
mailto:bnikopoulos@dcccd.edu
http://www.myatp.org/resources/scholarships/award-application/
mailto:pnaidu@kennesaw.edu/
http://www.myatp.org/resources/webinars/
http://www.myatp.org/


Page 3 

 

ATP Conference  

Would you like to be recognized or would you like to recognize someone – that is the question? The ATP Awards provides you 
with the opportunity to recognize your program and/or colleague. Nominations for the following awards are now being 
accepted by the ATP Awards Committee. The deadline is February 23rd, 2014. A brief description is provided below, but 
more information and the nomination process can be found on the ATP website (myatp.org) under the “Scholarship” button or 
http://www.myatp.org/resources/scholarships/.  Questions?  Email Dr. Naidu at pnaiduatp@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Call for ATP Awards 2014 

ATP Peer Tutor of the Year Award 
The purpose of this award is to 

recognize an individual who exemplifies 
excellence in his/her tutoring abilities. 
The recipient will receive a $500 Travel 

Award to attend the conference. 

The ATP Tutoring Program Award 
of Excellence 

The purpose of this award is to 
recognize the tutorial program that 
exemplifies excellence in training, scope 
of purpose and range of tutorial support 
to students within the academic setting.  

The ATP Hunter Boylan Tutoring 
Research in Developmental 

Education Scholarship 
The Hunter Boylan Tutoring Research 
in Developmental Education 
Scholarship provides opportunities for 
tutoring professionals to present 
research relevant to developmental 
education in tutoring. Each year, one 
scholarship award winner will be given 
one free conference registration for the 
ATP annual conference and $500 
towards travel expenses to the 
conference. The award winner will 
present a pre-conference institute and/
or a regularly scheduled presentation at 
the ATP annual conference on topics 
related to developmental education and 
tutoring.  

Research Grant Award 
The purpose of this award is to provide 

opportunities to support ongoing or 
future research that supports ATP 

missions and goals. Researchers must 
adhere to the Research Grant Award 

guidelines posted on the ATP webpage. 
The winner of this award will receive 
$500 to support their research. The 

award winner will present their findings 
at the next annual ATP conference.  

If you are interested in any of the above awards 
please download and submit two copies of 
requested materials by the deadline date of 

February 23rd 2014 for consideration to:  
 

Dr. Pinder Naidu 
Kennesaw State University 

Mailbox 1802 
1000 Chastain Road 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

REGISTER TODAY!  

Early registration ends 12/31/13. 

www.myatp.org 

http://www.myatp.org/resources/scholarships/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fQRQSAl-alBPYM&tbnid=q-B7_3I6JcSG4M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstudentorgs.vanderbilt.edu%2Fvsg%2Fservices%2Fvandy-calendars%2F&ei=GTeeUu_pGeSgsASeiYHYBw&psig=AFQjCNGos_E_FoKCfWABfAcY8
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ATP Upcoming Events—Webinars 

Monday, December 16th, 12:00pm EST 

Title: Online Tutoring: What is it? Why is it important? How do I do it? 

Webinar Description: Online tutoring seems to be all we are hearing about these days. Many of us are being encouraged by 
administrators to “do it.”  It’s what “everyone is doing now.”  But what exactly is it?  This webinar will offer a comprehensive look at 
online and distance tutoring, explaining not only what it is, but also how it can be offered, what resources are available, and why it’s 
important.  Participants will walk away with the information necessary for starting their own online tutoring program, or enhancing a 
pre-existing system. Be able to speak with confidence to your administrators about online tutoring! 

Presenter Bio: Benjamin Smith most recently served as the Assistant Director for Learning Assistance at Binghamton University – 
SUNY, and is now the Director of the Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning Center at Hamilton College.  Ben has been using online 
tutoring in one form or another since 2008 and has presented on the topic at the ATP, NCLCA, and AEEE annual conferences.  He 
currently serves as the Co-Chair for Professional Development for ATP. 

Wednesday, January 8th, 12:00pm EST 

Title:  Assessment from A to Z: Utilizing Qualitative and Quantitative Measures in Learning Centers 

Webinar Description: This webinar will introduce tutoring professionals to the “big picture” of developing an assessment plan 
and framework for your center. We will examine: 1) the difference between assessment and evaluation; 2) how to connect your 
program with best practices; and 3) how to develop a strategic and comprehensive range of evaluation methods that reflect your 
program’s mission, goals, and student learning outcomes. 

Presenter Bio: Geoff Bailey, PhD, is the Associate Director for the Student Success Center at The University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro (UNCG). He received his BS degree in Sports Medicine from Guilford College (1993), his MS in Counselor Education 
from UNCG (1996), and his PhD in Higher Education Administration from UNCG (2010). He was the NASPA Region II New 
Professional of the Year (1997). He serves as a CAS standards reviewer for the National Association for Developmental Education. 
His publications include Advising Transfer Students: Strategies for Today’s Realities and Tomorrow’s Challenges (NACADA 
Monograph #24, 2012), a textbook chapter in Momentum: Your Transition to UNCG (Kendall Hunt Publishing, 2011), and his 
dissertation (2010).                                    

LEARN MORE!  Information and registration at www.myatp.org/resources/webinars.  
From www.myatp.org 

National Tutoring Week at Marietta College 

National Tutoring Week was held October 6-12.  Marietta College celebrated with a 

week full of activities designed to show their appreciation for tutors.  Clients were 

asked to sign the “Wall of Fame” to share their thoughts on tutoring and their 

tutors. A luncheon was held to recognize tutors for their contribution to campus, 

and special notes were posted daily to honor those who serve such an important 

role to the students. The subject and writing tutors we have at MC are more than 

just tutors--they model good student behavior by being involved, committed, 

ambitious, humble, friendly, curious, and cooperative. Many of our tutors hold 

down other jobs in addition to a slew of commitments with their Greek 

organizations, academic honoraries, athletics, and the countless other programs 

and activities they subscribe to. I think our Tutor Appreciation Luncheon was a 

particular success because for days leading up to and following the event, tutors 

dropped by my office or stopped me on the campus mall to say how special they felt 

to be appreciated and honored by our staff. The tutors I spoke with seemed touched 

by the event, and I could see that many of them felt pride in, and perhaps renewed 

dedication to, their work. Even the tutors who could not attend the luncheon 

expressed that they appreciated being a part of something special. 

Submitted by Keira Hambrick, Marietta College, Academic Support Coordinator 

http://www.myatp.org/resources/webinars
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The Facilitating Tutor 

CLADEA Affiliates Upcoming Events 

Becoming an ATP Member 

ATP has a membership package for everyone!  Your paid yearly membership extends for one year from the date your 

membership application is approved.  ATP will contact you as your membership approaches expiration, giving you an 

opportunity to renew. Renewal will extend your membership by one year from the date of expiration.  

 Student Membership $15.00 per year—Membership for those currently enrolled in 2 or 4 year institution. 

 Individual Membership $30.00 per year—Membership for professional tutors, educators, or other professionals. 

 1 to 5 members $100.00 

 6 to 10 members $200.00 

 11+ $20.00 each 

 

Visit http://www.myatp.org/about/membership/ for 

details on how you can join or renew today! 

ATP would like to congratulate both NCLCA and CRLA for their great conferences!  Tracey Williams, ATP President, attended 
both and reported that the turnout was wonderful. She enjoyed visiting with attendees as they stopped by the ATP booth.   


